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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: ECE CSCE SENV EEWT ETRN ENGR UR FI 
SUB J : ECE - WESTERN CAUCUS MEETING, FEB 18, 1977 

REF: A. STATE 35727, B. GENEVA 1045, C. 76 GENEVA 9196 

1 . ECE WESTERN CAUCUS MET FEBRUARY 18 TO DISCUSS PREPARATIONS 
FOR ECE 32ND SESSION, INCLUDING HANDLING OF SOVIET PROPOSAL 
FOR ALL-EUROPEAN CONGRESSES ON ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORT AND 
ENERGY, AND OTHER MATTERS. 

2. FINLAND ADVISED CAUCUS THAT AT MEETING OF SENIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISERS, GENEVA, FEBRUARY 21-25, IT WILL 
STATE THAT IT IS PREPARING AMPLIFYING A FOLLOW-UP LETTER TO ITS 
LETTER OF NOV 11, 1976, ON SOVIET CONGRESSES PROPOSAL (REF C). 
FINNISH REP SAID THAT ENVIRONMENTAL TOPICS WHICH FINLAND 
WILL SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION AT A HIGH LEVEL MEETING WILL 
BE LIMITED TO FIELDS COVERED BY CSCE FINAL ACT. HE SAID 
FINLAND BELIEVED SUCH TOPICS SHOULD BE OF INTERNATIONAL 
INTEREST AND SIGNIFICANCE SO THAT THEY MAY LEAD TO BINDING 
AGREEMENTS AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE BASED ON WORK 
ALREADY UNDERTAKEN (LOCALE NOT SPECIFIED). 
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3. (NORWAY DID NOT SPEAK TO THIS ISSUE, BUT AS 
DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, IT INTENDS TO PRESENT ITS PROPOSAL 
FOR A HIGH LEVEL MEETING ON EMISSION CONTROLS AT 
SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISERS MEETING.) 

4. MALTESE REP REPORTED SOVIET COMMENT TO HIM THAT 
USSR WOULD NOT FEEL OBLIGED TO INVOLVE ECE IF ACTION 
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ON CONGRESSES PROPOSAL WERE DELAYED UNTIL BELGRADE CSCE 
REVIEW MEETING. 

5. NO OTHER COMMENTS ON SOVIET PROPOSAL WERE FORTHCOMING. 
REPS WERE ALSO UNPREPARED TO SPEAK ON DOCUMENTATION FOR 

3 2ND SESSION AND REPORT OF ECE TO BELGRADE MEETING. 

THESE ITEMS WILL BE INCLUDED ON AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING 
(DATE NOT YET DETERMINED). 

6. (IN CORRIDOR CONVERSATION, WE TOLD TURKISH REP THAT 
WE HAD HEARD REPORTS THAT TURKEY HAD INDICATED SUPPORT 
FOR BREZHNEV PROPOSED CONFERENCES IN ALL THREE FIELD. 

HE RESPONDED THIS WAS NEWS TO HIM - HIS UNDERSTANDING 
WAS THAT GOT HAS BEEN TAKING NON-COMMITTAL POSITION ON 
BREZHNEV PROPOSALS AND LIKE OTHER NATO COUNTRIES WAS STILL 
REVIEWING MATTER. HE ADDED THAT IF WE COULD INDICATE 
SOURCE OF OUR REPORT HE WOULD CHECK MATTER FURTHER). 

7. AUSTRIA ADVISED CAUCUS THAT DANUBE COMMISSION WOULD 
APPLY FOR ECE CONSULTATIVE STATUS AT 32ND SESSION. 

CAUCUS HAD AGREED YEAR AGO TO ACCEPT SUCH APPLICATION, 

BUT IT WAS NOT PRESENTED AT 3 1ST SESSION. NEW APPLICATION 
THEREFORE AGREED TO AD REFERENDUM. 

8. CAUCUS ALSO DISCUSSED OFFICERS FOR 32ND SESSION. 

CHAIRMAN NOTED THAT 31ST SESSION VICE CHAIRMAN SOMMARUGA 
(SWITZERLAND) WOULD MOVE UP TO CHAIRMAN AND THAT 
EASTERN CAUCUS WAS EXPECTED TO NOMINATE A POLE FOR 

VICE CHAIRMAN OF SESSION. IN LIKE MANNER, VICE CHAIRMAN OF 
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SESSIONAL COMMITTEE, BONEV (BULGARIA) WOULD MOVE UP TO 
CHAIRMAN, LEAVING POST OF VICE CHAIRMAN TO BE FILLED BY 
WEST. UK NOMINATED HENRI SEGESSER, MINISTER COUNSELLOR OF 
BELGIAN MISSION GENEVA, AND THIS WAS ACCEPTED BY CAUCUS. 

9. SWITZERLAND NOTED THAT WESTERNER WOULD ALSO BE IN 
LINE FOR CHAIRMANSHIP OF FOURTH SEMINAR ON EAST- WEST 
TRADE PROMOTION, MARKETING AND BUSINESS CONTACTS, 

GENEVA MARCH 22-25. SWISS PROPOSED VICE CHAIRMAN OF 
3RD SEMINAR, BALMAT, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, METALLURGICAL 
INSTITUTE OF VALORBE (SWITZERLAND). NO OPPOSITION WAS 
EXPRESSED TO SWISS PROPOSAL.CATTO 
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